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Temperatures are high and the Delta variant concern is rising but communities are coming
together to spread public health awareness and celebrate our country's Independence. This
week on Resilience Report we gear up to celebrate the 4th of July safely by taking stock of
what's currently known about vaccine effectiveness, talking about climate change impacts
around the U.S., and finding ways to cool off (i.e., ice cream and watching our finned friends).

Tuskegee and Vaccine Hesitancy

The Tuskegee experiment created enduring mistrust between the medical system and Black
American communities, contributing to health disparities in the pandemic. Now, relatives of
those involved in the Tuskegee experiment are promoting the COVID-19 vaccine in an ad
campaign to help their communities get vaccinated.

Voluntary Mask Guidance

As scientists learn more about the Delta variant, government officials are taking precautionary
action to curb COVID-19 transmission. L.A. County officials are encouraging masks to be
worn indoor, even for fully vaccinated individuals.

Heat Waves, Lava Fire, and Fireworks

With the Pacific Northwest enduring record-breaking temperatures and a lava fire exploding in
Northern California, officials are urging people to refrain from illegal fireworks due to high fire
danger this weekend.

Coastal Vulnerability and the Miami Condo Rescue Operation

Our thoughts are with those impacted by the tragic Miami Florida condo building collapse last
week as search operations continue. The structural risks of that building and others highlights
that sinking land and rising sea levels are a major concern for coastal communities globally.

https://apnews.com/article/business-race-and-ethnicity-coronavirus-pandemic-science-health-ad199c154848ad253d144d68128905b9
https://www.cnn.com/2021/06/29/health/us-coronavirus-tuesday/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/06/30/los-angeles-indoor-masks-vaccinated/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/weather/2021/06/29/california-wildfires-lava-fire-evacuations-containment/7806667002/
https://www.mercurynews.com/2021/06/28/perfect-storm-for-fire-danger-as-fourth-of-july-approaches-fireworks-use-explodes/
https://www.npr.org/sections/live-updates-miami-area-condo-collapse/2021/06/29/1010976101/timeline-what-we-know-so-far-about-what-led-up-to-the-surfside-condo-collapse
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/sinking-land-rising-seas-dual-crises-facing-coastal-communities
https://constantassociates.com


Every week, we’ll dedicate space for a hot topic that we think is especially important for
emergency managers to read. As the Delta variant and others pose a growing threat to the
world, the question grows: Are the vaccines as effective against the variants as they are for
the original strain?

Resources to keep up-to-date on variants and vaccines  
 

The CDC COVID-19 Tracker is keeping a close eye on the estimated proportions of
infection within the U.S. are due to different variants. 

Wondering what vaccines are available and how they stand up against each other?
Check out the Lancet’s COVID-19 Vaccine Tracker.  

Vaccine efficacy is a hot topic but hard to track since studies of effectiveness cannot
control for the variants participants are exposed to in the real world. Good sources to
watch for updates include: NPR Health; WHO COVID-19 vaccine tracker and
landscape; Johns Hopkins coronavirus resource center 

What’s the score? 

Just how effective each vaccine is at protecting against COVID-19 and its variants is still
being determined. Some studies provide percentages for the efficacy of the vaccines after
tracking vaccinated individuals over time, while others use lab results on neutralizing antibody
titers. So, the answer of effective each vaccine is against each variant is “it depends” and
“we’re still figuring it out.” But the following are current estimates of how protective scientists
THINK each vaccine is against the concerning variants in the U.S. Since the research is
ongoing, the score is likely to keep changing with more evidence and time.  

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#variant-proportions
https://vac-lshtm.shinyapps.io/ncov_vaccine_landscape/
https://www.npr.org/sections/health/
https://www.who.int/publications/m/item/draft-landscape-of-covid-19-candidate-vaccines
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/vaccines
https://www.news-medical.net/health/What-is-an-Antibody-Titer.aspx


Note: These numbers are current estimates of level protection against symptomatic disease
but can change/differ depending on the conditions of the study, outcome being measured
(protection from symptomatic disease, severe disease, infection), context in which it’s
conducted (location, variant exposure, non-human research, etc.). These numbers come
from NBC, NPR, Business Wire, Beckers Hospital Review, Business Insider, NPR
Health, FDA, and Fox News. 

Shoot our resident epidemiologist and public health experts an email to learn more!

Fourth of July

This weekend you can safely celebrate from the comfort of your home or attend some events
occurring in Southern California! Learn more about the different sides of history for
Independence day here and here.

SharkFest 2021

This summer sharks are planning some-fin with National Geographic. On July 5 th, six weeks
of fintastic content will be available to you to learn more about these jawsome predators and
their role in the ecosystem.

National Ice Cream Month

Cool off this summer with ice cream! Check out this list for some local ice cream shops in
L.A. or this one for ice cream in every state.

https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/coronavirus/johnson-johnson-vaccine-and-the-delta-variant-will-a-booster-shot-be-needed/2543685/
https://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2021/06/25/1007843591/coronavirus-faq-ive-been-vaccinated-do-i-need-to-worry-about-variants
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20210629005708/en/Moderna-Provides-a-Clinical-Update-on-the-Neutralizing-Activity-of-its-COVID-19-Vaccine-on-Emerging-Variants-Including-the-Delta-Variant-First-Identified-in-India
https://www.beckershospitalreview.com/public-health/how-vaccines-stack-up-against-cdc-s-5-variants-of-concern.html
https://www.businessinsider.in/science/health/news/uss-pfizer-covid-19-vaccine-protective-against-beta-gamma-variant-of-coronavirus-according-to-study/articleshow/83426838.cms
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2021/06/09/1004738276/new-evidence-suggests-covid-19-vaccines-remain-effective-against-variants
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/covid-19-vaccines
https://www.foxnews.com/health/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-shows-promise-against-newly-detected-variants
mailto:susie@constantassociates.com
https://teambuilding.com/blog/virtual-july-fourth
https://www.latimes.com/california/list/fourth-of-july-firework-shows-events-return-as-california-reopens
https://time.com/5614930/frederick-douglass-fourth-of-july/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/4th-july-history-why-independence-day-b1875650.html
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/topic/sharkfest
https://www.theinfatuation.com/los-angeles/guides/best-ice-cream-los-angeles
https://www.foodandwine.com/travel/best-ice-cream-every-state


We're Here to Support You
If you need help with ARPA projects, COVID-19 AARs, or anything in between, shoot us an

email at susie@constantassociates.com. We are here to help.

CONSTANT is certified as an 8(a) and Economically Disadvantaged Woman
Owned Business (EDWOSB) and as a Great Place To Work. We are an Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Got this as a forward? You can subscribe to receive future issues of
Resilience Report by clicking here.
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